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50Xt 1. Jupher in.Sinkisngt The Tedjik race of Sinkiang is also referred to, bdoth
in Sinklang and in English-language texts on that provines, as Tajik,
Tle=chi-k'o, Sarikolls, Seriquolis and Iranisn, According to s 1941 survey
they numbered 8,867, or slightly less than +24% of the total populatien of
Sinkisnge In the last sentury the Tadjik population has declined, in part
beoanss of slave-hunting ralds conducted by pecples from northern India
before and after the time of Yakub Beg (1800-1875).

s Blatezy of the Bace:r The Tadjlks are said to be Aryan desoendents of the
pre=hlstorlc, indigenous, pecples who oncs inhabited Iran and southwestern
Qentral Asis. They wera the early inhabitants of Khotan (Motien) whe left
doouments dating back to the Han Dynasty (202-618) in the Saks langusge, &
new extinet Indo=Irsnian iengue. In thess documents they sre apcken of as
one of the eight: tribes of the Karakeraz. T'ang Dynasty (618-907) recards
likewise desoribe the Tadjlks an ldentlcal in externsl appearance and
language with the inhabltants of Khotan, At that time the Chinese first
oonquered the reglon and established thers a military post which marked the
extreme point of Chinese military cccupation in Central Asia, 'The Tedjiks,
however, were nct brought under the controel of China until the time of
Jenghie Khan, thet ims, in the Yuan Dynasty (1279=1368), After the great
westward spread of the empire had ceesad and the tide of invasion had
receded, the Tadjiks regained their independence, They caused no troubls
end dwelt in perfsct hermony with China, controlling the trade-route to
& India which had been an importent highwey of commerge ever since the time
of the T'ang Dynasty. Throughout the Ming Dynasty (1368-16/4) they were

© regarded as allles and good nelighbors and though since that time theyhave
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been involved in the general unrest of the frentier district, the Tadjiks
were never considered as hostile elements like the Kirghiz, whom in their

way of living they resemble,” They have decreased in numbers, lost their
ancient power and are now concentrated in a small area of Sinkiang.

3+ Lenzuaze: The Tadjiks do not speek Turkic, as do the other Alpine races
’ of Sinkiang, they spesk the Iranien lanzuece. | 50X1
50X1

4o Beliglons During the T'ang Dynasty the Tadjiks were devout adherents of
Buddhism, subsequently they were converted to Islam. They now adhere to the
Islamic sect of the Moslem faith which acknowledges the Agha Khen in Bombay
as its head. ,

5« FEhvaicel Characteristics: Tadjiks are said to be the most representative of
the Alpine type, nearly pure specimen of the so-called "homo alpinus", They
ere a sturdy people whose blood is probably the purest of all of the races
found in Sinkiang, their women are certainly smong the most beautiful.

6. Congentrations: The Tadjik race of Sinklang is only found in the extreme -
‘southwest corner of Sinklang. They are concentrated in the Sarikel or Tash
‘Qurghen Valley, where they form the majority of the population and.appeer,.

. An small numbers, in a few secluded adjoining mountain reglone of the Pamira,
The only other peoples inhabiting this area are the Kirghiz. The Tash
Qurghan Velley is a mounteinous district nowhere less then ten thoussnd feet
above.sea~level and lies close to the point where. the Chinese,: Soviet and
Afghan frontiers meet, : f :

7. Qocupations: The Tedjiks ere g sedentary people who build their houes in
the most insocessible mountein regions and who live for the most pért as
oultivatora, despite the fact that the Tash Qurghan Valley is ten thousend
feet above sea~level. Irrigation is practiced and the main crops are oats,
berley and legumes, Despite difficult conditions, the land is appeyeantly
capable of supporting & larger population then it does .at present.

8. Summary: At present the settled pdpuiatioﬁ 1ives in close .con‘te;ct with the

pestoral Kirghiz, the relatlons between the two .groups appear: to be friendly.
On the other hand, the relations of the Tash Qurghen population with the
Chinese administration have deterilorated in recent yeers, The Tadjlks are
resentful of Chinese rule because of the burdens imposed on them for
supplying men and enimels, without pay or for insufficilent pay, . to kaep
open & high mountaln route between Sinkleng and India, which is used Uy
official travellers and to & smaller extent by traders., This disconteatment
. might teke the form of an atteupt to bresk avay from Chinese rule, bui if so,
it is not clear what other people they would prefer to jolns The Tadjiks axre
& sturdy and anclent people, worthy of trust end . whose.rights ghould "=
respected 1ln any pacification of the border regions. :

.= end - . U
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